
 

A MESSAGE TO PREMIER FORD AND THE 

ONTARIO CABINET – WITHDRAW BILL 7 NOW! 

August 30, 2022 

 

To: Premier Ford and the Cabinet 

 

You cannot silence Ontario citizens who wish to speak to your government’s 

introduction of Bill 7.   

 

Seniors for Social Action Ontario co-founders and members ARE speaking 

with one voice and they are sending two messages: 

 

Withdraw Bill 7 now. 
 

Fund more humane and respectful alternatives to institutions, thereby 

stopping the mass institutionalization of older adults and people with 

disabilities. 
 

If you truly want to empty hospital beds then redirect funds earmarked for 

long-term care institutions to non-profit Home Care and 24/7 staffed, non-

profit neighborhood-based residential options. 

 

Fund caregivers to take care of loved ones, and tie direct funding to the 

person, not the institution. 

 

Give alternate level of care (ALC) patients a choice, and empower them and 

their families instead of taking away their fundamental rights. 

 

This Bill has no place in a democratic society where all citizens should enjoy 

equal rights.  

 

There is no excuse for undermining the rights of a vulnerable group when 

many other more humane and respectful alternatives are readily available.  
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A Message to the Premier and the Ontario Cabinet 

from the Co-Founders and Members of 

Seniors for Social Action (Ontario) 

 

Older adults and people with disabilities in Ontario are horrified at your 

government’s introduction of Bill 7 which removes the rights of Alternate 

Level of Care (ALC) patients, many of whom are elderly, to consent to being 

“placed” in a long-term care facility, and to have their personal health records 

sent there – also without their consent.  This Bill is a violation of the 

fundamental human rights most citizens take for granted to be able to choose 

where they will live and with whom, and to protect their personal privacy. 

 

Your government, instead of taking the advice of older adults and people with 

disabilities, has chosen to invest over $6 billion dollars of taxpayer’s money in 

facilities where no one wants to live and where few want to work.  

 

Why have you not invested in your own High Intensity Supports at Home 

Program to assist people to leave hospitals with the required support?  

 

Why have you not taken away the barriers for people with dementia and their 

families to access the Family Managed Care program so that they have the 

funds to obtain their own supports and services?  That would have emptied 

countless hospital beds.  

 

Why have you not launched a Money Follows the Person Program under 

OHIP, as exists under Medicaid in the U.S., that has kept over one hundred 

thousand people out of hospitals and nursing homes, allowing them to obtain 

their own services and supports with funds tied to them, not to the 

institutions?  

 

Why are you not funding PACE (Program of All Inclusive Care of the 

Elderly) through municipalities’ community housing programs all across this 

province?  

 



3 
 

 

Why are you not properly funding community-based seniors serving agencies 

to expand their support services to allow people to leave hospitals?  

 

And why have you not started funding small, non-profit memory care homes 

for people with dementia in every part of this province, administered by 

municipalities and non-profit seniors serving agencies? That would keep 

countless numbers of people out of hospitals and institutions while building a 

comprehensive system of residential supports for them and their families. 

 

You had all these options and chose instead to fund the corporate operators 

with the worst track records and highest death rates during the pandemic, 

adding even more institutional beds that no one wants.  You cannot build your 

way out of this.  

 

Your own Inspection Branch has been unable to bring most of these facilities 

into compliance with the Act, and cannot protect the people already there, 

much less those ill and infirm old people you want now to force to live there. 

You say you are a Premier "for the people".  This Bill does not serve "the 

people". 

 

Shame on you all for trampling on the rights of elder citizens in this way!  

 

Withdraw this Bill now! 

   

Co-Founders and Members of Seniors for Social Action (Ontario) 

Pat Mackay, Toronto 

Jeannette Metler, Gravenhurst 

Pauline McCullagh, Ottawa 

Sandy Thurston, Barrie 

Janet Tatryn, Durham Region 

Doug Cartan, Mallorytown 

Alison Ouellette, Windsor 

Nizi Rocha, Toronto 

Sal Amenta, Stouffville 
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M. Lynne Thomson-Haven, Waterloo Region 

Donnafaye Milton, London 

Rosemary Flood, Ottawa 

Tannis Coughlin, London 

Elizabeth Stone, Etobicoke 

Maureen Roy, Welland 

Pamela Johnson, Paris 

Lynne Foell, London 

Steve Tennant, Perth 

Elizabeth Fedorkow, Toronto 

Philip Jones, Belleville 

Catherine Morrisey, London 

Patricia Spindel, Durham Region 

Linda Kowal, Toronto 

June Morrison, Pickering 

Anna Taylor, London 

Mary Richardson, Toronto 

Peg Jenner, Toronto 

Bonnie Pozzebon, Sault Ste. Marie 

Feir Johnson, Pembroke 

Donna and Bruce Steward, Barrie 

Sharon Rees, Renfrew County 

Linda MacDonald, Lairs Township 

Doug Fisher, London 

Debbie Peever, Keswick 

Myrna Beattie, Ottawa 

Mary Gallant, Toronto 

Stan Marshall, Brockville 

Helen Schutt, Round Lake Centre 

Elizabeth Rock, Ottawa 

Lorraine Laframboise, Orleans 

Margo Standish, St. Catharines 

Deanna R. Allen, Parry Sound 

Jacking Quinn, Ottawa 

Judy Greer, Kingston 
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Linda Till, Sharon 

Carol Williams, London 

Helen LeDuc, Gananoque 

Cullen Perry, Orangeville 

Margaret Brinkman, Durham Region 

Viki Alles, Ottawa 

Anthony Alles, Ottawa 

Janyce Clark, Durham Region 

Jill Goebel, St. Catharines 

Liane Connor, Toronto 

Judy Watson, Etobicoke 

Cathy Smith, Mount Forest 

John Leeson, Toronto 

Deborah Visinski, Renfrew 

Roslyn Anne Vincent, Waterloo 

Linda Treanor, Whitby 

Katie Gould, Pembroke 

Henry Johnson, Windsor 

Jo Ann Stevenson, Toronto 

Harry Spindel, Ajax 

Steve Lusk, Markham 

Margaret McAteer, Toronto 

Stephen B.H. Smith, Port Hope 

Barbara Young, Pembroke 

David Millar, Toronto 

Joyce MacDonald, Toronto 

Sarah Bate, Kingston 

Dolores Ellerker, Etobicoke 

Peter Lepper, Toronto 

Katheleen Ellis, Simcoe 

Naomi Gazendam, Kingston 

David Sutton, Toronto 

Donna Cowie, Windsor 

Oksana Kuryliw, Toronto 

Izabela Ballentine, Durham Region 
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Walter Piwowarski, Belle River 

Maria Rea, Scarborough 

Myra Piirtioniemi, Sault Ste Marie 

Karen Swartz, London 

Eleanor Ryan, Ottawa 

Mike Ellison, Ottawa 

Delores Ritchie, Newmarket 

Karen Henderson, Toronto 

Paul Garrett, Bright’s Grove 

Donna Swift, Markham 

Leann Rogers, Sutton 

Ruth Routledge, Newmarket 

Sheila and Peter Bryan, Ottawa 

Pat Yakimov, Toronto 

Jim Mitchell, Toronto 

Hania Krajewski, Thornbury 

Delores Hill-Strathdee, Toronto 

Marlene Crawford, Windsor 

Shirley McNaughton, Toronto 

MaryAnn Thompson, Dundas 

Susan Schachinger, Grey Highlands 

Belinda Kirkwood, Toronto 

Joan Haines, Toronto 

Lorna Aberdein, Kitchener 

Carolyn Heath, Toronto 

Eliza Garrett, Sarnia 

Betty Miller, Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Gillian Bernstein, Toronto 

Marline Penney, Sudbury 

Don Murray, Thunder Bay 

Marianne Williams, Owen Sound 

Deb Weber, London 

Mark Johnson, Northern Bruce Peninsula 

Clare Shields, Markham 

Janice Lepper, Toronto 
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Graham Aberdein, Waterloo Region 

Linda Burke, Peterborough 

R. Marcelle Dercola, Markham 

Gerald Crowell, Toronto 

Carol Stalker, Waterloo 

Michael L. Smith, MacTier 

Fitsum Areguy, Kitchener 

Jane Szilvassy, Toronto 

Debbie Hickey, Meaford 

Judy Morris, Whitby 

Linda Cartier, Sudbury 

Laura Rozon, London 

Andrea Kauppinen, Kitchener 

Margot Franklin, Waterloo 

Doug McKlusky, Kitchener 

Ann Stemp, London 

Ceciley White, Ajax 

Judith Sandys, Toronto 

Sandra Sutherland, Cambridge 

Cathy Huntley, Elginburg 

Patricia Richards, York Region 

Veronica Gerber, Scarborough 

George Austin, Niagara Region 

Ann Garrett, Brights’ Grove 

Lorraine Everett, London 

Sherry Barton, Toronto 

Linda Stevanus, Waterloo 

Linda Terry, Kitchener 

Rhonda Firman, Kitchener 

Manon DiFrancesco, Kitchener 

Alison Pedlar, London 

Diane Gabay, Markham 

Nicole Beaudry, Sudbury 

Nancy Nanos, Aurora 

Julie Howard, Hamilton 
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Walt Sepic, Inverary 

Don Murray, Thunder Bay 

Michelle Huntley, Ingleside 

Marilyn Dolmage, Toronto 

Drew Kennedy, Kitchener 

Tom Carrothers, Hamilton 

Helen Lee, Oakville 

Mary Kate Gazendam, Kingston 

Gus Cammaert, Eganville 

Odete Nascimento, Toronto 

Cindy Vizi, Cambridge 

Karen Swift, Toronto 

Douglas Ballentine, Durham 

Connie Lee, North York 

Mary Shamley, South West Middlesex 

Kate Chung, Toronto 

Lucia Furgiuele, Toronto 

Susan McCullough, London 

Barbara Geiger, Toronto 

Sandra Mader, Waterloo 

Linda Oliver, Kitchener 

Sue Tomlinson, Waterloo 

Terry Goulet, Oshawa 

Murray Davies, Lion’s Head 

Jackie McMillan, Kitchener 

Elizabeth Vozoris, Toronto 

Lynne Quigley, Kitchener 

Dianne Estabrooks, London 

Raymonde Page, Ottawa 

John Boyd, Mallorytown 

Krystyna Ortino, Scarborough 

Ihor Prociuk, Toronto 

Margaret Wong, Scarborough 

Diane George Bolter, Point Edward 

Roy van der Mull, Perth 
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Nick Gazendam, Kingston 

Jan Mowbray, Milton 

Nadia Sandor, Toronto 

Ross McClellan, Inglewood 

Beverly Brown, Port Perry 

Louise Bardswich, Port Perry 

Marilyn Davies, Lion’s Head 

Jan Thompson, Port Perry 

Christine Ballentine, Toronto 

Anna Furgiule, Etobicoke 

Sherry Dupuis, Waterloo 

T. Roger Richard, Toronto 

Sheridan Ayres, Georgetown 

Valerie Stimson, London 

Gail Partridge, London 

Janice Reid, Sioux Narrows 

Guy Fillatraut, North Bay 

Wendy McIntyre, Ottawa 

G.G. Koch, Toronto 

Patricia Taylor, Bracebridge 

Sheri Clift, London 

Wyn Rosenberger, Waterloo 

Vera Melnyk, Toronto 

Mary Soulis, Waterloo 

Margaret Oldfield, Toronto 

Peggy Russell, Burlington 

Linda Kellar, Waterloo 

Marian Reith, Ilderton 

Dale Stevanus, Waterloo 

Janice Coles, Toronto 

Sasha Judelson, Waterloo 

Christine Jonas-Simpson, Minden 

Judith Wahl, Toronto 

Leslie Sprague, Oakville 

Pearl Lee-Rowan, Oakville 
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Ruth Latimer, Oshawa 

Cailin Campbell, Hamilton 

Louise Dupuis, Renfrew County 

Lorraine Beattie, Kitchener 

Janet Klees, Scarborough 

Audrey Reitzel, Waterloo 

Larry Haworth, London 

Patricia Hayward, Toronto 

Evelyn Clark, Etobicoke 

Shirley Copeland, Brantford 

Cassandra Radmore, Toronto 

Susie Guillaumont, Oakville 

Valerie Gauer, Toronto 

Brenda Walker, Markham 

Karon Morehead, Port Colbourne 

Kim McKinnon, Brighton 

Judith Pearson, Sicamous, B.C. 

Elizabeth Pirie, Ingersoll 

Wined Klein, Stittsville 

Nora Thompson, Markham 

Terry Wygerde, Port Perry 

Heather MacMillan, Brantford 

Lynda Kahn, Toronto 

Pat Selgrad, Kitchener 

Lara Leitch, London 

Antoinette Raponi, Toronto 

Gioacchino Rapponim, Toronto 

Debra Weber, London – Family Council McGarrell Place 

Yvonne Bissoon-Meyer, London 

Jean Hershey, Bruce Mines 

Barbara Chester, Lion’s Head 

Rosalind Ennis, Sault Ste Marie 

David Broderick, Kitchener 

Luciano Contini, Sudbury 

Deborah Goldie-Ryder, London 
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Lyn MacKay, Kenora 

Kelly Dunn, Markham 

Peter Reilly, Cobourg 

Carol Reilly, Cobourg 

Judith Achilles, Kenora 

Ron Achilles, Kenora 

Betty Giuliano, Owen Sound 

John Lord, Waterloo 

Tracy Odell, Scarborough 

Jane Williams, Tecumseh 

Richard Lapointe, Stella 

Irwin Coutinho, Scarborough 

P. Jennifer Cunningham, Whitby 

Carol Anne McBride, Ottawa 

Nancy Burda, Durham Region 

Taylor Kurta, Toronto 

Maury Schlifer, North York 

Denyse Lynch, Whitby 

Kelly Haggart, Ottawa 

Margaret Sears, Toronto 

Keira McKinnon, Campbellford 

Alan Harris, Toronto 

Jean Fernandes, Toronto 

Eleanor McKinnon, Campbellford 

Judy Cotton, Northumberland County 

Shirley Plitnikos, Ottawa 

B. Laviolette, Kingston 

Anne Lehan, Kitchener 

Gary Waller, Kitchener 

Peter Broadley, Toronto 

Janet Broadley, Toronto 

Erin Immel, Roseneath 

Brittany Collinge, Stouffville 

Austin Pinto, Richmond Hill 

Leslie Michael Mendes, Scarborough 
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Cecilia Mendes, Scarborough 

Julie Contini, Sudbury 

Bonnie Brown, Chair, Advancement of Women, Halton 

Lydia D’Souza, Mississauga 

Rhoda Cassar, Sioux Narrows 

Ashley Francis, Toronto 

Wayne Meyers, Durham Region 

Rose Russo, Vaughan 

Mohini Ramlall, Markham 

Faye Schofield, Oshawa 

Mike Schofield, Oshawa 

Miriam Harris, Toronto 

Marie Schmidt, Waterloo 

Deborah Mobbs, Clarksburg 

Dorothy Beach, Carleton Place 

Anne Hopewell, Kitchener 

Laurel Skinner, Almonte 

Murray Skinner, Almonte 

Kaitlin Piaskoski, Ottawa 

Elizabeth Courtney, Kenora 

Teresa Canfield, Kenora 

Catherine Sweeney, Kenora 

Almas Mawani, Markham 

Terry Lynch, Whitby 

Farhad J. Budhani, Markham 

Heather Haliburton-Smith, Port Perry 

Robert Smith, Port Perry 

Devon Smith, Port Perry 

Sandy Blackshaw, Erieau 

Robin Nelson, Lakefield 

Louise Lang, Everett 

Beverley Bicknell, Pickering 

Gail Cameron, Bethany  

 


